
 

 

2 April 2019 

Our ref: EJ/HG 

 

Dear Mick 

Senedd and Elections (Wales) Bill 

During our evidence session on the above Bill on 11 March, I promised to provide the 

Committee with further information relating to some of the issues discussed during the 

session.  I have highlighted relevant sections of the Bill’s Explanatory Memorandum that 

may be of interest to the Committee in its consideration of these issues (annex 1).  I hope 

the Committee will find this helpful in informing its scrutiny of the Bill. 

I also promised to provide copies of correspondence with Welsh Ministers relating to the 

Bill. Please find that correspondence attached (annex 2).  

Please let me know of any other further information the Committee wishes to receive on 

the Bill.   

I look forward to discussing the Bill again with the Committee in due course. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Elin Jones AM 

Llywydd 

 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg. 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. 

Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee 

National Assembly for Wales 



Annex 1 – further information 

Name of the National Assembly for Wales 

During our discussion on changing the Assembly’s name the Committee asked whether 

changing the name to the monolingual ‘Senedd’ would “create a problem with regard to 

the duties on the Assembly to treat both languages on an equal basis?”.  

This question is addressed in sections 906-909 of the Explanatory Memorandum to the Bill, 

replicated below for ease of reference: 

906. In accordance with the requirements of the National Assembly for Wales (Official 

Languages Act) 2012, the Assembly Commission operates an Official Languages 

Scheme. The current scheme was agreed by the Commission at the beginning of the 

Fifth Assembly in July 2017.1 The scheme sets out how the Assembly Commission will 

provide services in both Welsh and English to reflect the equal status of both the 

Assembly’s official languages. Section 13.2 of the scheme states: 

“Our corporate identity is bilingual. However, some terms are known by a single 

name in both of the official languages, including the following: 

− Llywydd; 

− Senedd, Neuadd, Cwrt, Oriel, Siambr; 

− Tŷ Hywel; Siambr Hywel; and 

− Pierhead.” 

907. The term “Senedd” will provide a single, new name for the Assembly to be used in 

both the official languages in the same way as the names listed above.  

908. This approach will be reflected in branding material associated with the name 

change and on public information such as signage, illustrating that the term 

“Senedd” reflects the institution’s role as the Welsh parliament. 

                                       

1 National Assembly for Wales Commission, The Official Languages Scheme for the Fifth Assembly, July 
2017 

https://www.assembly.wales/en/abthome/about_us-commission_assembly_administration/official_languages/Pages/ols.aspx


909. It may be argued that the adoption of a Welsh term (i.e. Senedd) as a new name 

for the Assembly does not reflect the equal status of both the Assembly’s official 

languages. However, the requirement to reflect the equal status of both languages 

does not require both languages to be treated in exactly the same way, as 

demonstrated by the list of Assembly-related names shown above. It is considered 

that the adoption of a Welsh term as a new name for the Assembly, for use in both 

of the Assembly’s official languages, will help achieve greater parity of status for 

both languages over time, in terms of their use and profile. The Bill also provides 

that the Senedd may also be known as the Welsh Parliament, which provides 

further mitigation against this argument. 

Elections 

The Committee enquired “if it's right to be able to vote at 16, why shouldn't you be able to 

stand for election at 16?”. In addition to the rationale provided during the evidence 

session, I draw the Committee’s attention to the relevant part of the Explanatory 

Memorandum where consideration is given to lowering the minimum age of candidacy 

and the explanation for not pursuing this in the Bill (paragraphs 996 – 1000 of the 

Explanatory Memorandum): 

996.  Changes to the law on disqualification from being an Assembly Member will not 

directly affect children and young people. Instead, prospective Assembly 

Members will, as now, need to be 18 on the day they are nominated in order to 

stand for election.  

997. An argument could theoretically therefore be advanced that this discriminates 

against children and young people on the basis of age, and that the age of 

candidacy should be lowered. Indeed, in Scotland, Liberal Democrat MSP Alex 

Cole-Hamilton tabled a motion, which received cross-party support, calling for 

the minimum age for candidates standing in Scottish parliamentary elections to 

be lowered to 16.2 

                                       

2 Scottish Parliament, Motion S5M-11890: Alex Cole-Hamilton, Edinburgh Western, Scottish Liberal 
Democrats, Date Lodged: 26/04/2018  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-11890
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-11890


998. However, this issue was not raised as a concern in the Assembly Commission’s 

consultation, and research has indicated that no country in the world currently 

has a candidacy age lower than 18. Consideration would also need to be given to 

how such a proposal would interact with child protection laws (for example, limits 

on working hours).  

999. It may also be noted that all 11- to 17-year-olds who are living3, or receiving 

education, in Wales are eligible to stand as a candidate in constituency elections 

to the Welsh Youth Parliament. There are also opportunities to stand as a 

candidate in school and youth councils. 

1000. Consequently, the decision not to reduce the candidacy age of elections to the 

Assembly is not considered to infringe upon children’s’ rights to be free from 

discrimination. 

   

 

 

 

  

                                       

3 Defined as permanently or ordinarily resident in Wales. 



Annex 2 – correspondence on the Bill with Welsh and UK 

Ministers 

Copies of the following letters are provided below: 

A. Letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s First Minister re response to the 

Assembly Commission’s consultation on changing the Assembly’s name – 16 

February 2017 

B. Letter from the Llywydd to the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services re Assembly reform and local government electoral 

reform: joint working and information sharing – 2 February 2018 

C. Letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services re collaboration and information sharing – 21 

February 2018 

D. Letter from the Llywydd to the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services re Electoral Commission financing and 

accountability arrangements – 20 March 2018 

E. Letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s First Minister re joint working 

arrangements between the Assembly Commission and Welsh Government – 30 

August 2018 

F. Letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services re the financing and accountability arrangements 

of the Electoral Commission  - 20 September 2018 

G. Letter from the Llywydd to the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services re Reducing the voting age to 16: implications for 

education curriculum – 12 October 2018 

H. Letter from the Llywydd to the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Education 

re Reducing the voting age to 16: implications for education curriculum – 12 

October 2018 

I. Letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s First Minister re changing the 

Assembly’s name – 10 December 2018 

J. Joint letter to the Llywydd from the Welsh Government’s Ministers for Education 

and for Housing and Local Government re preparatory work to change the 

franchises for Assembly and Local Government elections – 30 January 2019 
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